Lesson 3: The Righteous Judgment of God
God’s Judgment of Hypocrisy and What It Means To Be A True Jew
Scripture Reading: Romans 2:1-29

Lesson Overview

In the first chapter of Romans, Paul prosecuted the ancient Gentile world for rejecting God. The
Gentiles had denied the obvious evidence of God’s existence in creation, pushed God away, and
descended into gross immorality. In chapter 2, Paul turns his attention to the Jews and shows
that they were just as guilty before God as the Gentiles. Despite their privileged position as God’s
chosen people in the Old Testament, the Jews had no excuse for their own sin. Paul develops
three key truths: the judgment of God is just, prideful hypocrisy was the downfall of the Jews,
and true circumcision is a matter of the heart.

The Judgment of God Is Just (2:1—16)

Paul warns that God’s favor does not exempt anyone from judgment. Those who judge others
while committing the same sins are without excuse, for “in whatever you judge another you
condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things” (Romans 2:1). God’s judgment is
“according to truth” (2:2) and is rendered impartially. The goodness of God is meant to lead
people to repentance, not to produce a false sense of security (2:4). Those who persist in doing
good with patient continuance will receive eternal life (2:7), but those who are self-seeking and
do not obey the truth will experience wrath and anguish (2:8—9). God shows no partiality—every
person, whether Jew or Gentile, will be judged according to his deeds by Jesus Christ (2:6, 16; cf.
Acts 17:31). Hearing the law is not enough; one must be a doer of it (2:13; cf. Matthew 7:24—27).

Prideful Hypocrisy Was the Downfall of the Jews (2:17—24)

The Jews were proud of their special relationship with God. They bore the honored name “Jew,”
rested on the law, knew God’s will, and were confident in their ability to teach others (2:17—20).
Yet they failed to practice what they preached. Paul asks piercing questions: “You who preach
that a man should not steal, do you steal? You who say, ‘Do not commit adultery,” do you
commit adultery?” (2:21—22). The devastating result of their hypocrisy was that “the name of
God is blasphemed among the Gentiles” because of them (2:24). When those who claim to
follow God live in contradiction to His will, the watching world is given reason to reject Him.

True Circumcision Is Inward, Not Outward (2:25—29)

The Jews placed great emphasis on circumcision as the sign of their covenant with God. Paul
acknowledges its value but insists it is meaningful only when accompanied by obedience (2:25).
The deeper principle is that true membership in God’s people is not a matter of outward rituals
but of inward transformation: “He is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the
heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter” (2:29, NKJV). The heart determines a person’s actions
(Proverbs 4:23), and God looks at the heart rather than mere external conformity. Those who
have a form of godliness but deny its power stand condemned (cf. 2 Timothy 3:5).

Conclusion

Romans 2 reminds us that God’s judgment is impartial and based on truth, that religious
knowledge without obedience is worthless, and that God is ultimately concerned with the



condition of the heart that leads to faithful living. Whether Jew or Gentile, the standard is the
same: we must not merely hear the word of God but do it. May we examine our lives honestly,
repent where we have fallen short, and pursue a faith that is genuine—rooted not in outward
appearances but in sincere devotion of the heart.

Thought Questions for Class Discussion

1. Paul warns against judging others while practicing the same sins (Romans 2:1—3). Why is it so
easy to see faults in others while overlooking the same faults in ourselves, and how can we guard
against this tendency?

2. Romans 2:4 says that the goodness of God leads to repentance. In what ways has God’s
goodness been evident in your life, and how should a proper understanding of His kindness
affect the way we live each day?

3. Paul describes two destinies in Romans 2:6—11—eternal life for those who patiently continue
in doing good and wrath for those who are self-seeking. What does “patient continuance in
doing good” look like in practical, everyday terms?



4. The Jews had great spiritual privileges but failed to live up to them (Romans 2:17—24). What
spiritual privileges do Christians have today, and what are the dangers of failing to live
consistently with what we know and teach?

5. Paul concludes that true circumcision is “of the heart, in the Spirit” (Romans 2:29). What
does it mean to have a circumcised heart, and how can we tell whether our faith is genuinely
inward or merely an outward show?



